
  
 

COMMITTEE ON PORT SAFETY & SECURITY 
MEETING MINUTES 5/23/06 

 
Meeting Attendees: 
Chair, Lonna Calhoun 
Attendees: Carter Calhoun, George Cummings, Captain Paul Wiedenhoeft, USCG, AMSC,Tony 
Curry, USCG, Toni Miglinori, USGC, Captain Joan McNamara, LAFD,  Sergeant Robert 
Teramura, LAPD, Chief Lou Roupoli, LAFD, Mike Graychick, Chad Molnar, Bernadette Dupre, 
Connie Rutter, Gilbert Espinosa, Dean Pentchelf, Molly Campbell, Chuck Hawley, Bruce Horton, 
Mike Feyder, Chris Meyer, Ana Bozic, , Mary Hamilton, Lucia Moreno-Linares, Robert Borden, 
George Thompson, Sue Castillo, Joe Gatlin, Robert Gelfand, John Stammert, Jan Olsen, 
Catherine Plows, LAPD, Chris Yams, Scott Engedal, Esther Stormer, Scott Carter, Leri Breehner, 
Rob Simpson 
    
Comprehensive Power Point Presentation by Lonna gave on-going and new participants information about 
the Mission,  Goals, COPSS progress, Potential High Risk Emergencies for the  
South Bay, Community Needs in Preparing for an Emergency, Our existing community Resources, Our 
community Needs, and how to make emergency preparedness happen and followed this outline: 
 
1. REVIEW MISSION AND GOALS OF COPSS: 
 

MMiiss ss iioonn  SS ttaattee mmeenn tt::      
      CCOOPPSS SS  wwii ll ll  uunn ii ffyy   aall ll  HHaarrbboorr  aa rreeaa  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd   CCoouunncciillss   aanndd   ccoonncceerrnneedd   ccoommmmuunniittyy   

oorrggaann iizzaatt iioonnss   wwiitthh   aa  ss iinngg llee  mmiiss ss iioonn   ttoo   eennss uurree  tthhee  ss aaffeettyy   ooff  tthhooss ee  wwhhoo   lliivvee  aanndd   wwoorr kk  iinn   oorr  nneeaarr   
tthhee  PPoorrtt   ooff  LLooss   AAnnggeelleess ..    

  
CCoommmmii tttteeee  GGooaallss ::    

••  RReess eeaarrcchh   wwhhaatt   hhaass   bbeeeenn   ddoonnee,,  wwhhaatt   iiss   bbeeiinngg   ddoonnee,,  aanndd   wwhhaatt   nneeeeddss   ttoo   bbee  ddoonnee  ttoo   ss eeccuurree  
tthhee  ppoorrttss   aanndd   ss aaffeegguuaarrdd   tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy ;;     

••  TToo  aassss iiss tt   iinn   tthhee  dd iissss eemmiinnaatt iioonn   ooff  tthh iiss   iinnffoorr mmaatt iioonn   ttoo   HHaarrbboorr  AArreeaa   SSttaakkeehhoollddeerrss ;;   
••  TToo  pprroommoottee  aaccccoouunnttaabb iilliittyy   ffoorr   ss aaffeettyy   aanndd   ss eeccuurriittyy   aammoonngg   PPoorrtt   MMaannaaggee mmeenntt ,,  CCiittyy ,,  

CCoouunnttyy ,,  SSttaattee  aanndd   FFeeddeerraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall   bbooddiieess ;;   
••  TToo  ccrreeaattee  aa  ss eennssee  ooff  uurrggeennccyy   bbyy   aallll  ccoonncceerrnneedd   tthhaatt   tthh iiss   iissss uuee  iiss   aa  hh iigghh   pprriioorriittyy   ttoo   aall ll  

HHaarrbboorr  AArreeaa  SSttaakkeehhoollddeerrss ..  
  

22 ..  CCOOPPSS SS   PPRROO GGRREESS SS   RREEPP OORRTT,,   MMaayy  22000066   
oo   UUnniitteedd   44   NNee iigghhbboorrhhoooodd   CCoouunncciillss ,,  SSaann   PPeeddrroo ,,  CCooaass ttaall,,  CCeenntt rraall ,,  NNoorrtthhwweess tt ,,  &&  HHaa rrbboorr  CCiittyy   

((WW iillmmiinnggttoonn   ttoo   vvoo ttee  iinn   JJuunnee))  
oo   EEss ttaabb lliiss hheedd   rreellaatt iioonnss hh iippss   wwiitthh   AAMMSSCC,,  LLAAPP DD,,  LLAA FFDD,,  PPoorrtt   PPooll iiccee,,  UUSSCCGG,,   EElleecctteedd   

OOff ffiicc iiaallss ,,  BBuuss iinneess ss eess ,,  CCoonncceerrnneedd   SSttaakkeehhoollddeerrss ,,  EEttcc..  
oo   OOuutt lliinneedd   aanndd   MMooddiiff iieedd   CCoo mmmmuunniittyy   GGooaa llss   
oo   AAcctt iivvee  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt   iinn   EEvvaaccuuaatt iioonn   PPllaannnniinngg   wwoorr kkss hhooppss   
oo   OOnnll iinnee  pprreess eennccee  eessttaabb lliiss hheedd   aatt   wwwwww..ss aannppeeddrroocciittyy ..oorrgg     
oo   OOrrggaann iizzee  ccoo llllaabboorraatt iivvee  SStt rraatteegg iicc  TTaass kkffoorrccee     

  
33 ..    WW HHAATT  TTHH EE  RREESS EEAARRCCHH  IINNDDIICCAATTEESS ::  

oo   TThhee  SSoouutthh   BBaayy   AArreeaa  hhaass   ss eevveerraall  HHiigghh   RRiiss kk   FFaaccttoorrss   
oo   HHiigghh   PP rr iioorriittyy   TTee rrrroorr iiss tt   TTaarrggeett   
oo   EEaa rrtthhqquuaakkeess   
oo   TTooxxiicc  EEnnvv iirroonn mmeennttaall  DDiiss aass tteerrss   
oo   EExxpp llooss iioonnss   
oo   TTss uunnaammii  

  
44 ..    WW HHAATT  AARREE  OO UURR  EEVVAACCUUAATTIIOO NN  CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEESS //OOPP TTIIOONNSS ??  
  
55 ..  WW HHAATT  AARREE  TTHH EE  CCOO MMMM UUNNIITTYY  NNEEEEDDSS ::     



oo   CCOO MMPPRREEHH EENNSS IIVVEE  PP LLAANN  
oo   RRee lliiaabb llee  NNoott ii ff iiccaatt iioonn   SSyyss tteemm  ((ee..gg ..::   ssii rreennss))  
oo   OOrrggaann iizzeedd   aanndd   RRee ll iiaabb llee  CCoo mmmmuunn iiccaatt iioonn   
oo   SSttoorreedd   SSuupppplliieess     
oo   PPrree-- DDeetteerr mmiinneedd   SSttaagg iinngg   AArreeaass   
oo   CCoo mmmmuunniittyy   EEdduuccaatt iioonn   

§§  EEmmee rrggeennccyy   DDiiss aass tteerr  aanndd   EEvvaaccuuaatt iioonn   DDrr ii llllss   
§§  HHoo mmee  PP rreeppaarreeddnneessss   KKiitt ss   ““SSttoocckk   uupp   ffoorr  SSaa ffeettyy””  
§§  CCoo mmmmuunniittyy   CCaa mmppaa iiggnn   ffoorr  ““SShheell tteerr  iinn   PPllaaccee””    
§§  OOrrggaann iizzeedd   HHuu mmaann   RReess oouurrcceess   

oo   CCEERRTT  LLiiss tt   
oo   BBlloocckk  CCaappttaaiinnss   
oo   MMeeddiiccaall  PP rrooffeess ss iioonnaallss   
oo   HHaa mm  OOppeerraattoorrss     
oo   FFaaiitthh   BBaass eedd   CCoo mmmmuunniittyy ,,  SScchhoooollss ,,  PPTTAA’’ss ,,  BBuuss iinneess ss ,,  NNoonn--PPrrooff iitt ss ,,  HHoo mmeeoowwnneerrss   AAss ssoocc..,,  

NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd   WW aattcchh ,,  CCoo mmmmee rrccee,,  HHooss pp iittaallss   &&  MMeeddiiccaall   FFaacc iill iitt iieess     
  

66 ..  WW HHAATT  AANNDD  WW HHOO   AARREE  OO UURR  RREESS OO UURRCCEESS ??  
oo   LLAAPP DD  
oo   LLAAFF DD  
oo   AAMMSSCC  
oo   UUSS CCGG  
o POLA Homeland Security Dept. 
oo   PPoorrtt   PPooll iiccee  
oo   NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd   CCoouunncciillss   
oo   EElleecctteedd   OOff ff iicciiaa llss   
oo   SSaann   PPeeddrroo   CChhaa mmbbeerr    
oo   CCoo mmmmee rrccee  
oo   UUnniioonnss     
oo   CCoo mmmmuunniittyy   EEnntt iitt iieess   
oo   SSttaakkeehhoollddeerrss   
o Media 

  
77 ..  WW HHAATT  IITT  TTAAKKEESS   TTOO   MMAAKKEE  IITT  HHAAPPPP EENN??  

oo   MMOONNEEYY  
oo   MMAANNPPOOWW EERR  
oo   MMEETT HHOODDOOLLOOGGYY  
oo   MMOOTTII VVAA TTOORRSS  

  
88 ..  HHOOWW   DDOO  WW EE  MMAAKK EE  IITT  HHAAPPPP EENN??  

oo   MMoobbiilliizzee  OOuurr   RReess oouurrcceess ::  
oo   WW hhaatt   ddoo   wwee  nneeeedd??  
oo   HHooww  ddoo   wwee  ggeett   iitt??  
oo   WW hhoo  ccoooorrdd iinnaatteess ??  
oo   WW hhoo  ddooeess   wwhhaatt??  
oo   WW hhaatt ’’ss   OOuurr  TTiimmee ll iinnee??  
oo   WW hhaatt ’’ss   OOuurr  NNee xxtt   SStteepp??  
oo   AAccttiioonn  LLiiss tt  

 
Presentations: 
 
Captain Joan Mc Namara: 
Captain Mc Namara discussed the goals of LAPD in preparing a more comprehensive plan to 
integrate, utilize and resource the community in the role of emergency preparation.  While LAPD 
has been working on the plan and is fully committed to it it is about 6 months away from 
completion.  Captain Mc Namara fielded questions from the meeting participants regarding 
emergency needs.  In the area of evacuation she asked Sergeant Robert Teramura to give an 
update. 
 
 
 



Sergeant Bob Teramura: 
Who is the key evacuation planner for LAPD explained that an Evacuation Plan for review may 
be available  in about four weeks and will be perhaps operational in six months. 
  
Captain Paul Wiedenhoeft, USCG and Commander of the Port, Chair, Area Maritime 
Security Committee, AMSC: 
Captain Wiedenhoeft explained the role of the AMSC and the state of security at the Port. As he 
explained the AMSC is coordinating very well at the upper levels of first responder organizations 
but there is a gap in community preparedness. 
 
Chief Lou Roupoli, LAFD:  
The Chief explained the role of the LAFD in emergency planning.  He complimented the 
community on it’s character and resources and commented that he knew that in the event of a 
disaster we would pull together.  He cautioned against panic and proposed preparation especially 
the CERT training which is being promoted to the ILWU and community. 
 
 
Notes were recorded based on public comment and included: 
 
One question was posed to the panel asking if COPSS was the group they looked to for as the 
stakeholder liaison.  The answer was yes because it was involved in the AMSC and also a joint 
committee of the Neighborhood Councils and the most proactive group who was able to organize 
the first responder organizations, neighborhood councils and elected officials in one forum.  
 
One attendee was disappointed that the panel was not able to give more specific evacuation 
information and completed plans. 
 
Other comments include: 
 
   Public Role in Preparation for an Emergency... 

• Utilitze churches, schools, social institutions, etc. to gather, inform and mobilize the 
public. 

• Continue marketing the public with information about CERT Training through the Port of 
LA  732-3470 or the LA Fire Dept. LAFD.ORG 

• Develop Block Captains to begin organizing neighbors 
• Develop sample emergency supply kits for families 
• Consider emergency supply locations...grocery and hardware stores 
• Develop plans with local hospitals to link neighbors with medical services and 

information in the event of an emergency. 
• Arrange for First Aid Classes 
• Continue to expand communication links...ham radio operators, law enforcement, media, 

etc. 
• Develop incentives to reward neighborhood and family preparedness 
• Involve all of the business community in getting support and involvement 
• Utilize CERT trained folks to reach out to neighborhoods and provide CERT with 

pamphlets, etc. 
• Generate funding for costs related to supplies, media publicity, etc. 
• Continue to work on the Evacuation strategies including traffic control         

 
   Written Report of other points provided by an unnamed source.... 

• Need for foam sprayers placed at strategic locations in ports...water &  land. 
• Support/safety lines for all gantry cranes for any type of emergency. 
• Ventilation ports for containers to facilitate the use of drug sniffing dogs. 
• Use emergency vehicles and boats in training the public and discuss how  these resources 

would be used in an emergency. 



• Emergency Operational Centers must be protected by military, police, and homeland 
security reps. 

• Move Hazmat facilities to the Maersk terminal  
• Develop more smart crosswalks 
• Plan in advance for fresh water supplies and generators for emergency electrical 

operations.     
  
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 at 6:00 PM. Port Complex 
       (Boys & Girls Club) 100 W. 5th St., San Pedro, CA 90731 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Tom Villigar and Connie Rutter  


